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Agriculture plastics

>100,000 tonnes of plastic used annually, 
and increasing

Approximately two-thirds in horticulture

Limited alternative products – essential to 
production systems

Logistics challenges – dispersed generation 
and long distances

Non-plastic contamination (organics – plant 
and soil, metal)

Lack of market demand for products made of 
recycled plastics

Limited plastic recycling infrastructure

National stewardship scheme currently not 
supported



Drivers for Change

Maximising resource efficiency and focus on Environmental,  
Social, and Governance (ESG)

Linking with sustainability activities and industry frameworks 
– Australian Agricultural Sustainability Framework (AASF)

Demonstrating that circularity 
makes business sense 



Agriculture Plastics in Australia

Considering the waste hierarchy for plastics



Understanding the problem – Waste dashboard



https://farmwaste.com.au

Roadmap goal - management of 
materials to move up the waste 
hierarchy

Australian Farm Waste 
Portal and Dashboard



Regional visit
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Protective films

Irrigation pipes/tubes/tape

Plastic netting & shade cloth

Target plastic types

drumMUSTER

Big Bag Recovery 

Recoil

Complement existing & 
emerging stewardship 

schemes

Local collection points
Regional infrastructure

Bespoke on-farm machinery
Building grower awareness 

and capability

Regional focus 
(Southern Downs 
Regional Council)

Building grower awareness 
and capability

Industry focus 
(NSW cut flower growers)

Solutions
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